
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

2021 has been another extremely challenging year for businesses around the globe and for the Squamish 
business community here at home. From shifting provincial and federal health regulations, to challenges 
associated with the movement of people and goods, and difficulties in meeting critical staffing demands, 
COVID-19 has dramatically changed the operating landscape for businesses.

District of Squamish Economic Development staff worked hard with partners to support our local business 
community to navigate this complex time. With advice on funding and financing streams, support for business 
continuity, and up-to-date information on COVID-19 relief, we were #here4squamish.

Moving into 2022, Economic Development will launch a new microsite and targeted investor programs 
dedicated to supporting businesses and the local workforce. Part of this effort will aim to expand and strengthen 
local supply chains by showcasing Squamish to potential investors through targeted lead generation and a 
familiarization program. A continued focus on maximizing employment space will carry on into 2022, with 
updated modeling and employment space considerations. 

As this year comes to a close, we wish you, your family and your colleagues health and happiness and look 
forward to creating positive momentum together in 2022.

District of Squamish

Kate Mulligan
Economic 

Development Officer

In 2021, Economic Development’s various partnerships helped 
initiate business support and development programs to assist 
COVID-19 recovery.

• Sea to Sky stakeholders and Destination B.C. partnered to 
deliver a Spark Tourism Innovation program attracting 25 
tourism entrepreneur applications from across the region. 
Three winners were selected to receive $3,000 toward start-
up costs and mentorship support.

• A Business Resilience Program was delivered in conjunction 
with global incubator and accelerator Spring Activator 
to equip entrepreneurs with skills to build resiliency through 
the pandemic. The program ran three challenges providing 
the chance to win $10K per challenge.

• The District, through $50k of funding from the BC  
COVID-19 Restart Grant, supported the Squamish Chamber 
of Commerce grant writing program, which subsequently 
helped Squamish businesses attract more than $500K of 
COVID-19-related grant funds.

• A streamlined process was developed for businesses to 
obtain patio, sidewalk, and park permits to help expand 
capacity during COVID-19, resulting in more than 20 patios 
and 40 parks programs participating.

squamish.ca/here4squamish

Program Highlights

• With a focus on turning our current strengths into opportunity, 
an Emerging Sector event series was completed with more 
than 100 stakeholders in attendance. The series helped inform a 
mission and vision for District Economic Development premised 
on creating a sustainable and equitable economy, and identified 
areas of opportunity and forward-actions. 

• The District of Squamish received a $700,000 tourism 
infrastructure grant from the Province to make improvements 
to the Squamish Adventure Centre. In collaboration with 
Tourism Squamish and the Squamish Chamber of Commerce, 
the improvements will modernize the existing theatre and 
event space, create a new interactive visitor experience with 
pop-up shop, and make improvements to the visitor flow and 
centre signage. Renovations will begin in late 2021 and continue 
through 2022. 

The District is seeking expressions  
of interest to lease up to 4,000ft2  
of commercial space and 833ft2 of 
patio space at the improved Squamish 
Adventure Centre. Responses will be 
evaluated based on alignment to other 
services within the building and with tourism 
and/or recreation offerings, and enhancement 
of services to the community. 

Find out more by visiting  
squamish.ca/real-estate

Expressions 
of Interest



WorkBC Sea to Sky provides critical services 
to job seekers and to employers. 

For job seekers, the centre helps you find 
jobs, explore career options, and improve 
skills. Expert staff are available to help you 
find free resources to support you in your 
job search. 

For employers, the centre offers a variety 
of free services that will help you find and 
retain the employees you need, including 
recruitment, screening of applicants, job 
coaching and access to candidates of all skill 
levels.

www.workbc.ca

The Squamish Chamber of Commerce is 
dedicated to enhancing the quality of life 
in the community by actively supporting 
business, economic growth and economic 
diversification. The Chamber delivers 
exceptional membership value by taking 
a leadership role, advocating for the 
interest of Squamish business, providing 
beneficial member services and programs, 
and by working in partnership with other 
organizations.  

www.squamishchamber.com

Get In Touch
With Us!

Visit our website:
squamish.ca/economicdevelopment

 
Contact us:

economicdevelopment@squamish.ca

Learn about our partners: 
squamish.ca/our-partners

C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

Employment Space Research
A key District priority is to ensure that we have the right kind of employment space for retail, 
commercial and industrial businesses at all stages of their development. When local businesses 
can expand and new firms can locate in Squamish, that means more jobs for our local workforce.

After completion of work to assess the supply and demand of all types of employment space, 
the District has now completed a  project titled: Space Needs Insights for Business. This provides 
a descriptive analysis of the employment space characteristics required to help different 
businesses launch and grow. The District also analyzed the financial viability of employment 
space development, and of the financial ability for local businesses to access space.

Visit squamish.ca/employment-space-research to view the research! 

Economic Development Dashboard
How many new businesses were recently incorporated in the District of Squamish? What level 
of growth are Squamish firms experiencing? Learn more by visiting the District’s Economic 
Development Community Dashboard. The dashboard assesses economic health using 16 
metrics across the themes of People, Business and Place. Updated annually, the dashboard 
was created in 2019 through a partnership with the Squamish Chamber of Commerce, Tourism 
Squamish, and the Province of British Columbia.

Visit the dashboard to learn more about our local economy: squamish-ecdev.townfolio.co

Data and Research

In the coming weeks, Forum Research will be reaching out to local business owners to conduct an important business 
survey to confirm basic business information about operations, premises, labour force, and activities. This survey is to better 
understand Squamish-based businesses and support ongoing District and partner planning efforts, encouraging a healthy 
business climate and a more resilient economy. Forum Research is working on behalf of the District of Squamish, Squamish 
Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Squamish.

Participate in the survey, and have the chance to win one of three Support Local BC E-Gift Cards valued at $150 CAD.

Partner Spotlight: Let us Connect You!

We Want to Hear From You!


